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Isn't it time to think about a common policy and curriculum 
framework in early childhood education and care, to care for and 
nurture the children of the world? Why does every country reinvent 
the wheel with different policies when the goal is the same? Why 
are some children forced to write at the age of two and made to 
read at age 3 and some denied the nurturing, security and nutrition 
they require in the early years? These children grow up in a 
stressed environment and will grow up needing emotional and 
social remedial care or may grow up to be a burden and stress on 
society as fractured youth.  Isn't it is easier to bring up strong 
children than to rebuild broken men? To quote Lilian Katz from her 
book, Intellectual Emergencies, “I believe that each of us must 
come to care about everyone else's children. We must come to 
see that the well-being of our own individual children is intimately 
linked to the well-being of all other people's children. After all when 
one of our children needs life saving surgery, someone else's child 
will perform it, when one of our children is threatened or harmed by 
violence in the streets, someone else's child will inict it. The good 
life for our own children can be secured if it is also secured for all 
other people's children”.

It's time we advocated for the children of the world and ensured 
that all children get the quality education and care they need in the 
early years. Let's come together and compare the early childhood 
policies around the world and select a basic guideline that can and 
should be part of every government policy in early childhood 
around the world. 

If we don't stand up for children, then we don't stand for much- 
Marian Wright Edelman.

Swati Popat Vats

National Representative India- World Forum Foundation

President Early Childhood Association- India
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COMPARING EARLY CHILDHOOD 
POLICIES AROUND THE WORLD
A Unique Comparative Study of ECE Policies of 39 Countries -

The Comparison is on the following questions

1.   ECE is under which ministry?

2.   Do you have a separate minister for early childhood?

3.   Does your country have an ECE national curriculum framework?

4.   What is it called?

5.   Do you need a license to start an ECE program?

6.   Is there any regulatory or accreditation body?

7.   Are the fees charged controlled or specified by the government?

8.   Is the teacher child ratio specified and fixed?

9.   What is the minimum area / sqm requirement to set up an ECE 

      program?

10. Are assessment guidelines given/specified by the government?

11.  What subsidy on fees is given to parents by the government?

12. Is this subsidy given to the parents or the centre?

13.  Are educational outcomes defined?

14.  Is teacher salary/minimum wages fixed by government?

15.  Are toilets for girls and boys separate?

16.  Any other points that can help...

17. How much percentage of your country budget is allotted for 

      Early Childhood Education.

18. What is the qualification required of caregivers in ECE in your 

      country.
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Comparative study report of ECE policies 
of 39 countries- 

1.  ECE is under which ministry?

   28 out of 39 countries come under ministry of education.

2.  Do you have a separate ministry for early childhood?

    28 out of 39 don't have a separate ministry for early childhood. 5 out of 39 

    countries do have a separate ministry for early childhood education.

3.  Does your country have an ECE national curriculum framework?

    30 out of 39 have an ECE national curriculum framework. 7 out of 39 countries  

    do not have an ECE national curriculum framework.

4.  What is it called?

    12 out of 39 countries call it Early Childhood Development Curriculum and 6 out  

    of 39 countries call it Preschool Curriculum.

5.  Do you need a license to start an ECE program?

    28 out of 39 countries need a license to start an ECE program?

6.  Is there any regulatory or accreditation body?

    25 out of 39 countries have ministry of education and training as their regulatory  

    or accreditation body and 9 out of 39 countries do not have it.

7.  Are the fees charged controlled or specified by the government?

   26 out of 39 countries does not have fee structure controlled or specified by the 

   government.

8.  Is the teacher child ratio specified and fixed?

    26 out of 39 countries follow specified and fixed teacher child ratio but it varies  

    from country to country.

9.  What is the minimum area/sqm requirement to set up an ECE program?

    14 countries out of 39 have approximately 2.5 area/sqm requirement to set up 

    ECE program and rest of the countries have 3.5 area/sqm or above to set up 

    ECE programs.

10.  Are assessment guidelines given/specified by the government?

     27 out of 39 countries have early childhood assessment guidelines given / 

     specified by the government.



Comparative study report of ECE policies 
of 39 countries- 
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11.  What subsidy on fees is given to parents by the government?

      15 out of 39 do not have subsidy on fees is given to parents by the government.

12.  Is this subsidy given to the parents or the centre?

      22 out of 39 countries give subsidy to the center. 4 out of 39 countries also give 

      subsidy to the parents depending on their income.

13.  Are educational outcomes defined?

      22 out of 39 countries educational outcomes are defined. It varies from country 

      to country in terms of who defines their outcomes. For example: early childhood 

      national curriculum, ministry of education, early childhood care education policy 

      etc.

14.  Is teacher salary/minimum wages fixed by government?

     13 out of 39 countries do not have teacher salary/minimum wages fixed by 

     government. 20 out of 39 countries do have teacher salary/minimum wages 

     fixed.

15.  Are toilets for girls and boys separate?

     20 out of 39 countries do not have separate toilets for boys and girls.

16.   Any other points that can help…..

      20 out of 39 countries want that ECCE should receive attention in various ways 

      like making preschool education mandatory, having no difference between 

     childcare and preschool so that they don't have 2 separate ministries, have more 

     funding for preschool etc.

17.  How much percentage of your country's budget is allotted for early 

      childhood education?

      7 out of 39 countries spend between 5% to 10% of the country's budget is 

      allotted for early childhood education and 4 out of 39 countries spend between 

      0.3% to 4% of the country's budget is allotted for early childhood education. 

      Rest hasn't responded to this question.

18.  What is the qualification required of caregivers in ECE in your country?

      10 out of 39 countries require their caregivers to pass at least B.A. level of 

      course. 9 out of 39 countries require their caregivers to pass atleast 12 std pass. 
th      4 out of 39 countries require their caregivers to pass at least 10  std.
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Armenia -

1.  ECE is under which ministry?

ECE is under MOE

England(U.K.) - Department of Education

ECE is under the ministry of 
Education

a.  The nurseries for children 
under 3 years 8 months are with 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  S o c i a l .

b.  Preschools and Kgs are with 
the Ministry of Education.

ECE is under the ministry of 
Education

ECE is under the ministry of 
Education

ECE is under the ministry of 
Education

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

ECE is under the ministry of 
Education and Training

ECE is under ministry of 
education

Ministry of Education with its 
Universal Basic Educat ion 
Commission (UBE). But Daycare 
centres/Creches for 0-3 year old 
children are under the Ministry of 
Women Affairs

It is under provincial jurisdiction, 
so has a different ministry in each. 
Province – often education or 
children and family services.

Ministry of Education

There are 2 institutions responsible 
for ECCE. The Ministry of Education 
deals with pedagogical standards 
a n d  t r a i n i n g  a n d  I n s t i t u t o n 
Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar-
ICBF (Institute for Family Welfare) 
deals with protection, health, 
nutrition and services.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

From the beginning of 2013 ECE has been under the Ministry 
of Education and Culture. Some part of the legislation of the 
ECE is still under the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health.

Formal early childhood education is the responsibility of the 
Minister for Education and Skills and is provided in the 
maintained (publicly funded school system) for children aged 
3-7 years. There is also a Deputy Minister for Poverty who has 
responsibility for provision of childhood support and early 
learning opportunities for children from areas of deprivation.
All Ministers are responsible for ensuring children's rights are 
taken into account where appropriate, this includes the right 
to education.

Ministry of Education, The welfare Ministry' some subjects are 
under the Health Ministry and 2 more Ministries.

Ministry of Education and Research

As of 2012 it is under Early Childhood Development Agency 
(ECDA) an independent government agency to take care of 
childcare and kindergarten education.

ECE is under the Ministry of Education and Science.

Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD). The ECCD is 
mainly under the Ministry of Women and Children Affaires 
(MOWCA).  But Pre Primary class (5+-6 years) in under the 
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (MOPME).

Ministry of Education & Human Resources

In Puerto Rico responsibility over ECE is spread across various 
Departments. Principally the Department of Education, 
Department of Health and Department of Family. In Law there 
is a multisectoral Commission on Childhood, but it is not 
currently in effect.

South Africa -

India -

The provisioning of ECD programmes in South Africa is an 
inter-sectoral responsibility shared between different Government 
Departments namely:
Department of Social Development-(under 4 years)
 Department of Basic Education-(5-9 years), Grade R is included

ECCE Policy under Ministry of Women and Child development. 
Implementing Ministries include MHRD, Ministry of Labour, 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Rural Development

Philippine -Department of education 

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
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Denmark  - The rules on this subject can be found in the Day-Care 
Facilities Act but fall under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Education. The rules on day-care facilities, after-school centres 
and club facilities and other socio-pedagogic after-school 
facilities for older children and young people can be found in 
the Day-Care Facilities Act. Areas not included under the 
Day-Care Facilities Act: Special day and club facilities, for 
children fall under the auspices of the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Children and Integration School-based day-care facilities are 
established under the Danish Act on Primary and Secondary 
Education, and fall under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Education. After-school facilities under the General Education 
Act and the Continuation School Act, and fall under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Education.  

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Ministry of Children and Young People

Ministry of Education and Skills Development

ECE is under MOE

Ministry of Education and Human Resource Development.  
There is one Ofcer in this Ministry with responsibility for both
daycares and preschools.  However, there is also Council on 
Early Childhood Education.  It is a 13 member multi-sectorial 
committee with representation from the Ministry of Health, 
Social Services, and the Ministry of Education. There is also 
representation of the Private sector and representatives of 
preschools and daycares.  The purpose of the CECE is to 
advise the Minister on matters relating to ECE.  We are 
supposed to meet four times every year but we always meet 
more often than that.

It is under several ministries for instance nurseries are under 
the Ministry of Health with respect to certication, The Ministry 
of Social Affairs runs Nurseries, Pre-school/Kindergarten are 
under the Ministry of Education….

Lebanon -

-----

—---

Ministry of Education

Ministry of education and Sports

In US, no specic department; at the federal level, ECE is 
under department of health & human services; and some  
under the department of education

Ministry of Education and Science

ECED is under the national ministry of education

Ministry of Education and Training

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.

26.
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Armenia - No

England(U.K.) - No

No

No

No, but the ECD POLICY is 
inter-Sectorial and other services 
are provided by other sectors.

Yes we do

Yes

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

No

No

No, but the IECD Policy is 
multi-sectoral and other relevant 
sectors provide  services to 
promote holistic child development. 
The Ministry of Women Affairs is 
responsible for the 0-3 year 
old children

No - neither provincially nor 
federally/nationally. There are, of 
course, Ministers for each 
provincial ministry that ECE falls 
under but they aren't ONLY ECE 
focused.

No

Yes there is a minister of education 
and a director of ICBF 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

2.  Do you have a separate ministry for 
early childhood?

14. No. the Ministry of Education and 
Science is responsible for all 
matters relating to Education and 
Research (from ECE to higher 
education). 

Finland -
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Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

The WG states, “We lead in Wales to ensure children have the 
best possible start in life, supporting physical and emotional 
well-being throughout. What we do is based on the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child” This means that all 
Ministers are responsible for considering how the work of 
their portfolio would impact on the lives of children.

Unfortunately no

Yes, she is Minister for Gender Equality, Deputy Minister for 
Education and Research and she has also responsibility for 
the preschool system.

No.  It is under the minster of education and minister of social 
and family development.

No

No

Yes. The Early Childhood Care & Education Authority

No

South Africa -

India -

No. We have a Directorate for ECD in the Department of Basic 
Education and a Partial  Care and ECD directorate in the 
Department of Social Development

No

Philippine - No

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - ----

Iran -
Scotland 

(U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

No

No

No

-----27.

28.

29.

30.

26.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

-----

NoLebanon -

No. We have a Directorate for ECD in the Department of Basic 
Education and a Partial  Care and ECD directorate in the 
Department of Social Development

No

No

No

No. We have a Directorate for ECD in the Department of Basic 
Education and a Partial  Care and ECD directorate in the 
Department of Social Development

No

No

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
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Armenia - We do have National curriculum for 
preschool education for different 
age groups: 1) 0-2 2) 2+ 3) 3+ 4) 
4+ 5) 5-6 . All these curricula are 
based on National standards for 
early learning and development of 
children for ages 0-6.

England(U.K.) - Yes

We do have National curriculum for 
preschool education for different 
age groups: 1) 0-2 2) 2+ 3) 3+ 4) 
4+ 5) 5-6 . All these curricula are 
based on National standards for 
early learning and development of 
children for ages 0-6.

Yes they do but it is not widely 
disseminated.

Yes, our Frame work is been piloted 
for national validation.

Yes we have

Yes

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Yes

No

Yes

No. There are different frameworks in 
each province/territory. Most are play-
based and developmentally focused.
No

Yes there is a minister of education 
and a director of ICBF. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

3.  Does your country have an ECE 
national curriculum framework?

14. YesFinland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Yes. The Foundation Phase is the 
statutory curriculum for all 3 to 7 years 
old children in Wales. There is no 
curriculum for children 0-3 years.

Unfortunately no

Yes

15.

16.

17.
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Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Yes. Two different frameworks one for the zero to three group 
child care and the other for 4-6 group kindergarten...

Yes

 Yes

Yes. The National Curriculum Framework (Preprimary 3-5)

There are standards for Kindergarden and there are 
requirements for centers to acquire licences but there is no 
national curriculum for ages 0-4.

South Africa -

India -

Yes

No

Philippine - No

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - The leader of the day care facility is responsible for preparing 
and publishing the pedagogical curriculum and for evaluating it 
annually. In this respect, the leader is responsible for 
documenting whether the pedagogic approaches and activities 
chosen meet the objectives outlined within the themes. The 
local council must approve the pedagogic curriculum and shall 
on the basis of the evaluations decide whether they give rise to 
further action from the local council.

Iran -
Scotland 

(U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Yes , 2 of them Pre Birth to 3 and Curriculum of Excellence 
3-18

Yes , 2 of them

Yes, only for 3-6 year old

-----27.
28.

29.

30.

26.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

-----

There is only a National Curriculum for the age group 4-6 
kindergarten but mainly for the Public governmental pre-schools

Lebanon -

National curriculum framework for under ve was developed 
in 2006? by all ECD partners under the leadership of Ministry 
of Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement. The ECCD national 
curriculum framework is developed by MOE in 2013 which also 
cover children age 5-6 as well.

Yes, we do have

Yes, It is called The Learning Framework for Early Childhood 
Development
No particular curriculum but there are “suggested” 
developmental and learning “outcomes”; currently, there are a
 “common core” set of knowledge and skills that are inferred for 
pre-school age children
Yes

Yes

Yes (Fairly new)

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

14



Armenia - Preschool Curriculum (based on “Developmental and 
Educational Standards for Children Birth to Six”). 

England(U.K.) - Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Early Learning and Development Standards

The Palestinian Early Childhood Education Curriculum

ECD Curriculum 2-6 years it is called the National Early 
Childhood Development Curriculum.

This framework includes an “Early years learning framework" 
for children from birth to 8 years and "My Time, Our Place" a 
framework for children from 8 to 12 years of age.

Te Whariki

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Lesotho Early Childhood Development Curriculum

Plan and program for preschool education

NATIONAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CURRICULUM FOR AGES 
0-5 YEARS

Various names in different provinces

Early Childhood Development National Curriculum

It is called "De 0 a 5iempre"

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

4.  What is it called?

14. It is called "National Curriculum Guidelines on Early Childhood 
Education and Care in Finland". However, it's steering 
document, not compulsory. Nonetheless curriculum has 
strongly affected to Finnish ECE through municipal curriculums. 
Objectives for ECE can also be found from legislation (Act of 
Children's Day Care 367/1973).

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Foundation Phase 

Curriculum for the Preschool and for kindergarten

15.

16.

15



Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Curriculum for the Preschool Lpfö 98, revised 2010. 

It is called early years development framework for child care 
and Nurturing early learners a curriculum framework for 
kindergartens in

Early Childhood Development Standard 

For Pre Primary Class it called Pre Primary Curriculum.
Pre Primary Curriculum (5-6 years children)

The National Curriculum Framework (Preprimary 3-5 years)

N/A 

South Africa -

India -

For the Grade R(year before formal schooling), they follow the 
National Curriculum, called Curriculum and Assessment Policy 
Statement (CAPS). For the under 4's, there is Curriculum 
Framework called the National Early Learning Standards 
(NELDS). In 2013, the South African National Curriculum 
Framework for Children from Birth to Four has been developed 
by the Department of Basic Education and is based on the 
NELDS.

Early Childhood Curriculum Framework

Philippine -N/A 

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - ----

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Yes , 2 of them Pre Birth to 3 and Curriculum of Excellence 
3-18

0 to 3 Framework for the 0-3 years and Pre-Primary Curriculum 
Frame work for the 3-6 years 

Guidelines for learning and development of 3-6 years.

----

Kindergarten Curriculum Lebanon -

-----

—---

ECD Curriculum

1.  The Learning Framework for Early Childhood Development 
    for 3-6 year old
2.  Developmental activities for Birth to 3 year olds
3.  Training Framework for early childhood caregivers 
4.  Early Learning and Development Standards

All approved curriculum frameworks are commercial products 
that need to be “research based” …. Programs have a choice 
as to which curriculum is best for them

National Curriculum for pre-school institutions (for age( 2) 3 to7)

National Guidelines on ECED and Quality standards  for ECED

ECCE Curriculum (for Diploma in ECCE)

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.

26.
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Armenia - Yes, it is mandatory for all ECE centers.

England(U.K.) - Yes, to be registered...

Yes (particularly for private ECE centers)

Yes

Yes, but there has been a moratorium placed on it due to the 
development of the curriculum and document needed to run 
a standardized  ECE program under the laws provided by the 
government / Ministry of Education

Yes you do

Yes

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

No. But you must meet certain Ministry of Education and 
Training's requirements to register. Reception Classes are 
attached to schools, so they register under the mother school.

Yes

Yes, there is a need to be licensed but many unregistered 
home based crèches/play groups exist.

Yes and no. There is a system of both licensed and informal, 
unlicensed home based care, but informal care has recently 
come under scrutiny and increased regulation in at least one 
province (Ontario) due to injuries/deaths. Licensing/regulation 
across Canada allows for a certain number of children to be 
cared for without a license, but there is a proliferation of the
unlicensed/unregulated/unmonitored child care sector in 
Canada that work completely outside of the provincial/territorial 
laws due to the lack of spaces and availability in the regulated/
licensed/monitored sector.  

Yes

Yes - all private and public programs have to be licensed by the 
Government and with our new policy the requirements are 
becoming more and more strict.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

5.  Do you need a license to start an 
ECE program?
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

ECE service provider (public and private day care centers and f
amily day care) needs an approval from the municipality where 
it is operating. Public ofcer makes background check for the 
proprietor and scrutinizes the property where day care takes 
place (safety and suitability reasons). After approving the ECE 
service provider the municipality have to send all the information
of the service provider to the Regional State Administrative 
Agencies (AVI). AVIs steer and supervise ECE services. A
license is not needed.

You have to be a recognized provider to be funded to provide 
education although there are private education providers who 
charge parents fees. Private providers are inspected, and do 
not have to work to the state education programme. If they
choose their own programmes they have to prove to 
nspectors that the are programme is  robust. They are all 
inspected inspection reports are publicly available.

We need a license only if we want government support. 
Otherwise we can open privet framework.

The conditions for a municipality to approve an independent 
preschool, is that the preschool has good quality. With quality 
means that they follow the Education Acts states (see below, 
question Approval been submitted if the individual manager 
has the potential to follow the regulations that apply to the 
preschool and activities do not affect the municipal equivalent 
activities. The preschool will be open to all children, with 
certain exceptions, and charges shall not be unreasonably 
high (maximum fees).

ECE service  provider both child care and kindergarten need 
license and registration  for both public and private day care 
centers and kindergartens)

Yes for private sectors 

For all programme we need to take approval from NGO 
Bureau. The NGO Bureau is responsible for NGO initiatives 
and for other private initiative we need to take approval from 
government social welfare department. No, currently no need 
to take a license but recently government approved service 
delivery standard for Pre-primary. There are three levels 
(minimum, moderate and maximum) in the standard and all 
service providers should follow the minimum standard

All schools need a registration permit prior starting to operate 
under the ECCEA Act (2008). It has been stated by the Act 
No.21 that the ECCEA “may provide for the registration and 
cancellation of registration of educational institutions, their 
managers, educators and other staff engaged in early 
childhood care and education under this Act, and for the 
procedure relating thereto. A copy of the Act can be found on 
the ECCEA's website.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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Puerto Rico - Yes

South Africa -

India -

Given the vast need for ECD in the country, anybody can start 
an ECD site, but all sites are required by law to register with 
the Department of Social Development. This involves meeting 
local Municipal authority requirements, as well as norms and 
standards for the facility and the programme under the 
Children's Act 38 of 2005 (as amended). ECD sites that meet 
the requirements will receive a Certiate, renewable every 
ve years.

No , but will have to abide by the quality framework. Steps 
taken to regulate Private Sector

Philippine -Yes and is highly encouraged for private for-prot programs 
and playschools

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - ----

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Yes you have to registered with the Social Services Council

Yes

Yes

----

Yes from 2 different ministries Lebanon -

-----

The ECCD registration law is in its nal stage to be endorsed 
by the President.

We need to register the ECE program with the local authority 
of the government

Yes, it has to be licensed rst before being registered by the 
respective district local governments

Depending in the community, all programs that receive public 
funding need to have a license

Yes.  It is easier to open a child care institution. When opening 
a kindergarten (an educational institution) there is the number 
of requirements that have to be met – the qualication of 
teachers, the curriculum and planning, the physical 
environment, etc.

Yes, it is mandatory for all ECED centres but it under the  
supervision  the each municipality. The guidelines for that 
are national level

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Swaziland - You need a permit from the Ministry of Education39.

29.

30.

26.
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Armenia -

6.  Is there any regulatory or accreditation 
body?

No, The Ministry of Education is 
the regulating body

England(U.K.) - Ofsted 

No, The education Ministry is the 
regulating body

The Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Interior are the 
regulatory and licensing agencies.
There is no specic accreditation 
body, the Ministry of Education 
assumes this role in evaluating 
whether a preschool meets the 
requirement to open or should be 
shut down.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

Yes, but this body is being 
provided with training in the new 
ECD program that is being 
developed.

Yes this is known as the 
"Regulatory Authority" in each 
state and they have the primary 
responsibility for the approval, 
monitoring and quality assessment 
of services within their jurisdiction 
in accordance with the  national 
legislative framework and in 
relation to the National Quality 
Standard

Yes. The Ministry of Education 
oversee the initial licensing of the 
centre during setup and ERO 
(Early Review Organization) 
regularly visit (between two and 
four years) to assess the centre 
based on areas such as 
curriculum, policies, management 
and interaction between staff and 
children.

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

None except the Ministry of 
Education and Training 

Ministry

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

YES: Children's Department, Ministry of Women Affairs of each 
State is responsible for 0-3 year old children while the Ministry 
of Education registers ECD programmes for children 3-5 year 
old.

Each province has its own requirements and accreditation.There 
is some workunderway on transferability between provinces and, 
in the province ofOntario, there is a regulatory body (College of 
Early Childhood Educators). The province of Ontario is the only 
province/territory to have a College of Early Childhood Educators, 
which monitors professional practice and the designation of 
practitioners, who are called RECE's.

No, The Ministry of Education is the regulating body

This is probably the aspect less developed in Colombia and the 
Ministry of Education is working on a plan for training and 
accreditation.

11.

12.

10.

13.

Finland - Not really. Legislation and steering come from the Ministry of 
Education and Culture and the Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Health or other governmental bodies (such as National Institute 
for Health and Welfare). The Regional State Administrative 
Agencies and National Supervisory Authority for Welfare and 
Health steer and supervise ECE services. Also municipalities 
are obliged to supervise both public and private ECE service 
providers.

14.

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Estyn is the ofce of Her Majesty's Inspectorate for Education 
and Training in Wales. Estyn is independent of, but funded by, 
the National Assembly for Wales. The purpose of Estyn is to 
inspect quality and standards in education and training.

Only very basic one. In those days there are some improvement 
of the regulatory.

In fact steering come from the Ministry of Education and 
Research.  The preschool is regulated by the Education Act 
and the preschool curriculum. The Education Act states that: 
The groups of children should have an appropriate composition 
and size, and the premises should be t-for-purpose. There 
should be preschool teachers and also other staff with the 
education or experience necessary to support the child's 
development and learning. Premises and equipment should be 
available so that the aim of the preschool can be fullled. The 
National Agency for Education is the central administrative 
authority for the public school system, publicly organized 
preschooling, school-age childcare and for adult education. 
The National Agency for Education is led by the Director-
General, and in order to strengthen quality and acceptance by 
society, the Government has appointed an Advisory Council. 
Municipalities are required to supervise both to public and 
independent preschools. Note that there is not the National 
Agency for Education without the municipality having 
supervision of independent preschools.

15.

16.

17.
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Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Yes,  ECDA currently...instrument developed by Ministry of 
Education:  "Singapore Preschool accreditation framework 
quality rating scale"...

Yes, the Ministry of Education and Science and General 
Agency for Specialized Inspection are the regulating body

Not yet. Currently Pre-primary cell of Directorate of Primary 
Education will provide necessary approval and support for 
pre-primary as they will provide national materials for all 
children.

Yes. The Early Childhood Care & Education Authority.

Yes . From the Department of Family

South Africa -

India -

For the Grade R classes, they need to be registered with the 
Department of Education. For the under 4's they need to be 
registered with the Department of Social Development. There 
is a Children's Amendment Act No.38 of 2005 (as amended) 
which has two chapters which affect ECD. In the Partial Care 
chapter, standards for an ECD facility that provides child care 
are stipulated.  

Not yet but ECCE Policy lays out the ground for regulatory 
and monitoring body

Philippine -Department  of Education

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Yes Social Services Council for both practioners and Settings

There is regulatory bodies decentralized in local authorities to 
allow for easy access.

No, The Ministry of Education is the regulating body

-----

The Ministry of Health for day care/nurseries (0-3) and Ministry 
of Education for Kindergarten (3-6)

Lebanon -

-----

—---

ECD Section under Department of Education of Ministry of 
Education

Pre Primary Division under the Basic Education Department

Accreditation is optional but preferred if a program is to receive 
public funding; all accreditation is done by independent ECE 
organizations.
Yes.  Kindergartens are under the Ministry of Education and 
Science. When someone plans to open just a child care (not 
educational) institution it is under the Ministry of Social Affairs

MINISTRY of education gives the regulatory  principles to the 
municipality

The Ministry of Education is the regulatory body.

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.

26.
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Armenia - Not by the government. The local community decides how 
much to charge and for what purposes.  

England(U.K.) - Annual fee for inspection

No

No

No. only in Public programs

Fee's charged by services are not controlled or specied by 
government, however services that are approved for Child 
Care Benet must be comparable with other like services 
and affordable for parents. Child Care Benet is means tested 
and provides families with government subsidised childcare.

No, the centre stipulate the fees

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

No. But for Reception Class there is no fee as well as for a 
home based ECD centre

Only for the public institutions at local level

NO but the government-sponsored compulsory one year 
ECCDE provision being offered in all public schools is 
designated free for all 4-5 year old children. This will be fully 
operationalized from the next school calendar year.

Only three provinces have fees specied by the government-
Quebec (where all parents pay $7/day), Manitoba and Prince 
Edward Island. All other provinces/territories fees are based 
on what providers individually charge. There is an advocacy 
initiative underway in the province of British Columbia for 
$10/day care. Parents pay as much as $2,000/month (Cdn) 
for child care.

No. But for Reception Class there is no fee as well as for a 
home based ECD centre

Our public ECCE services are free.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

7.  Are the fees charged controlled or 
specied by the government?
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Fees charged by municipalities are regulated in legislation. The 
maximum pay for parents is 264 Euros (358.86 USD) per 
month per child. Private service providers can charge higher 
fees. If parents choose private ECE program they get nancial 
support from government.

There are no fees to be paid by parents for public education in 
Wales. Some Local Authorities will pay for education that is 
provided in daycare (private organisations) for children aged 
3-5 years for 10 hours per week.

Yes but only for those who have the license.

It is the municipality that decides what the cost of a place in 
the preschool should be. The Education Act states that the fee 
should be reasonable.

Fees charged varies from program to program. High end fess 
are much higher than the regular child care and kindergartens.  
It can runs from SGD 1,900 to 650 per month per child. 
Private service providers usually charge higher fees. If parents 
can choose any ECE program they all get nancial support 
from government.

No

For registration the fees are xed and specied by the 
government. No. Government is providing pre-primary 
opportunity free for all the children through primary school. 
NGOs are also providing service free. Only some private 
agencies charge fees which are not controlled by government 
yet.

Mauritius has two types of pre-primary schools mainly those 
owned by the government and those privately owned. 
Government schools commonly known as a public school is 
free while private schools are fee-paying. However, the 
government gives a monthly per capita grant of Rs200 to 
parents having children aged 3-5 years attending a private 
school. It is noteworthy that the EAP (Eradication of Absolute 
Poverty) program takes into consideration those children who 
are from very poor families and no means of paying their fees. 
The package of incentives offered to them is as such:
A daily meal
Free transport
Free pedagogical materials, shoes, school uniform etc.
Psychological support to both parents and children
2011-2012 Per Capita Grant
Private Schools
The per capita grant allocated to private schools in 2011 
amounted to Rs27, 919, 600. This concerned only those 
children in their last years of schooling (4+).
The per capita grant offered in 2012 amounted to Rs59, 629, 
600. This was applicable for all children attending a private 
school despite their years of schooling.
Government Schools
In 2011, parents were paying Rs200 school fees monthly only 
when their child was in their rst year of schooling.
As from 2012, School fees have been abolished.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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Puerto Rico - No

South Africa -

India -

Fees are not specied by Government. For Grade R - the 
children pay a nominal amount as specied by the respective 
Governing Bodies. For the under 4's, fees are charged, the 
middleclass sites (private) fees are higher than community 
based sites.

Not yet

Philippine -No

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - ----

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

No settings set their own fees 600 hours a year paid of by the 
government for every 3 -5 year old only vulnerable under 3s 
get free childcare

No every early years setting or organization charges its own 
fees.

Yes

----

No. unless they are managed by the government. The Private 
sector fees are not subject to any control

Lebanon -

-----

-----

Fees are charged by private ECD Centers themselves 
whereas government ECD Centers are free of cost.

No

If a parent qualies for public funding/subsidies, it is 
administered by local agencies that receives funds from the 
state, which receive the majority of the funds from the federal 
government

Fees parents have to pay depend on the support of local 
municipalities. The support comes from State and Municipal 
level, so the parents' fees vary from place to place.
Private service providers charge higher fees, some 
municipalities support also private ECE service providers.
Parents who have socio-economical problems can apply for 
the support of local municipality and they can be partly or 
totally supported.

Fundeb  to all municipalitys

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Swaziland - No, every organization charges its own fees.  The few ECE 
centres which are part of government primary schools are
 free

39.

29.

30.

26.
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Armenia -

8.  Is the teacher child ratio specied 
and xed?

Yes. It depends on children's age. 

England(U.K.) - Yes. 1 - 3 - 0-2/ 1 - 4 - 2-3/ 1-8 - 3 
and above

Yes

The Ministry has included 
recommendations, but the 
numbers are not xed.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

The new Education Act of 2011 
calls for centers of excellence and 
the Regulatory and Accreditation 
is one of these centers. 
Meanwhile, the bureau is working 
on regulatory and accreditation 
guidelines for the ECE program 
that will be turned over to the 
accreditation center upon 
establishment.

Yes, however prior to the National 
Quality Framework different  states 
had differing ratio's which are being 
phased in over 2 years these will 
be: 0-2 years 1-4 ratio ;2-3 years 
1-5 ratio ;3-5 years 1-10 ratio;
Before and After School 1-10 ratio;
Vacation Care 1-10 ratio

Yes the teacher/child ratios are 
stipulated by the Ministry of 
Education. Its 1-5 for under 2 year 
olds and 1- 10 for 2 years and over. 
At Kindercare (New Zealand) we 
operate at 1-4 for under 2 years, 
1-7 for 2 to 3 year olds and 1 - 10 
for 3 to 5 year olds.

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

No

Yes

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Nigeria - YES  but NOT FIXED: at least there 
should be one caregiver & one 
helper per 20—25 children of 0-3 
years year old. One caregiver & one 
helper for 30-35 children of 3-5 year 
old

10.
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Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Yes-varies from province/territory to province/territory-no set 
national standards on ratios.

No

Yes depending on the age of children, unfortunately it is very high
considering the amount of children that need the service, the 
costs and the limited number of teachers.

11.

12.

13.

Finland - Yes. The teacher-child ratio is specied and xed in the l
egislation (Decree of Children's Day Care 239/1973). In groups 
for 3-5 year old children the teacher-child ratio is one teacher 
to seven children (1/7) and in groups for children under 3 years 
the ratio is one teacher to four children (1/4). Ratios can be 
exceeded momentarily.

14.

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

The ratios in daycare are 1 adult to  3 children under the age of 
two, 1 adult to 4 children aged 2-3 years and 1 adult to 8 
children over 3 years in age and in the Foundation Phase.

YES BUT NOT IN A GOOD ENOUGH WAY.

No, but in the autumn of 2012, it was on average 5.3 children 
per pre-school staff.

15.

16.

17.

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Yes. The teacher-child ratio is specied and xed  In groups for 
3-4 year old children the teacher-child ratio is one teacher to 
fteen children (1/15) and in groups for children under 2 years 
the ratio is one teacher to four children (1/5).  In groups of 5-6 
year old children the ratio is one to twenty children (1/20).

Yes, the minimum quality standard is 2 teachers: 30 children.

Yes. Teacher child ratio is 1:30 xed.
Yes. Through service delivery standard the ration is xed. 
Teacher child ratio is 1:30.

As stipulated under the ECCEA Act the teacher: pupil ratio is 
1:25.

Yes

South Africa -

India -

Yes 
Grade R – 1:30
Under 4 
0–18 months– 1:6  plus assistant
18 months to 3 years – 1:12   plus assistant
3-4 – 1:20 plus assistant

Mentioned in ECCE Policy for 0-3s 1:10 and 3-6s 1:20

Philippine -Not specied but size of school grounds is 

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

Yes under 2s 1-3 
over 2s 1-5 in Child and Family Centres and private 
 Nurseries Public Nurseries it is 1-8 for 3-5 year olds

28.

26.

27



Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Yes

Yes, According to kindergarten teacher ratio standard, For 
half day care center the ratio is 1�8-1�10. For whole day 
care center the ratio is 1:5-1:7.We usually have 2 teacher and 
1 nurse in the classroom. For 3-year old, we have 20-25 child 
in the classroom, 4-year old, 25-30, 5year-old, 30-35.

-----

For full time day cares/nurseries the Ministry of Health has set 
the number at 1 main teacher and 1 assistant for 20 children 
(the team should include a registered nurse, an assistant 
nurse and a housekeeper). For kindergarten an average of 
22 children per teacher.

Lebanon -

According to minimum quality standards, 2 teachers : 
30 children

Not concretely specied

Yes. It is at 1:20

Ratios are mandated by local licensing agencies; accredited 
programs have a higher ration requirement  than other 
programs

Yes. The teacher-child ratio is specied and xed in the 
legislations. In groups for 1 – 3 year old children there is a 
group of 14 children with two teachers and one assistant 
teacher. So the ratio is 1/5. Local municipalities can change
the number by adding maximum 4, so in some municipalities 
the number is 18 and the ratio is 1/6
The teachers normally work in pairs, so really the ratio is 1/7 
to 1/9.
In groups for 2 – 7 year old children there is a group of 20 
children with two teachers and one assistant teacher. So the 
ratio is 1/7. Local municipalities can change the number by 
adding maximum 4, so in some municipalities the number is 
24 and the ratio is 1/8
The teachers normally work in pairs, so really the ratio is 1/10 
to 1/12.
Different ratios are provided when the children with special 
needs are involved.

Yes   under one year 5 a 6 children =1 teacher for each group
Two years        8 a 11 for  teacher
3 years    to 5 years  16 a 25 for teacher

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Swaziland - There is a recommended ratio but it is not enforced yet39.

29.

30.

28



Finland - For every child must be 5-10 sqm area where child can play, 
sleep and eat. Kitchen, corridors, halls, storages and toilets 
are not included in these. For every 10 children there must 
be one toilet and washbasin.

14.

Wales (U.K.) - In day care the space varies per child according to age. 
For children:
 aged under 2 years - 3.7 sq. metres
aged 2 - 3 years -2 .8 sq.metres
and for 3-7 years 2.3 sq. metres
This requirement does not apply to schools.

15.

Armenia - The minimum area is based on the age of children, type of 
ECE services (short term, full day when children sleep)

England(U.K.) - Children under two years: 3.5 m2 per child. 
 Two year olds: 2.5 m2 per child. 
 Children aged three to ve years: 2.3 m2 per child.

2 m sq per child for indoors

Not specied

The New Educational Act requires two acres for the running of 
an ECE program and the class is ( length 31-6inc, 23-10inc)

Services must have a minimum of 3.25 square metres of 
unencumbered indoor space per child and at least 7 square 
metres of unencumbered outdoor space per child

2.5 square metres inside and 5 square metres outside per child

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

None

16 sq. meters for 20-25 children

It varies from province/territory to province/territory and 
between licensed and unlicensed care.

The classroom 30m/sqm  for each 25 children.

An average of 21/2sqm per child.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

9.  What is the minimum area/sqm 
requirement to set up an ECE program?

3,6 - 9 m2 per child from afe 1 - 3
2,4 - 6 m2 per children age 3 and more

29



Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

It is not regulated

It is not regulated

For every child must be 5-10 sqm area where child can play, 
sleep and eat. Kitchen, corridors, halls, storages and toilets 
are not included in these. For every 15 children there must 
be one toilet and washbasin.

The minimum area is 2.5 sqm

The minimum area is 250 sqm per centre.
For pre-primary, the minimum space per child is 9 sft and the 
target set by government is 17 sft.

-----

50 sq. ft. per child

South Africa -

India -

 Under 4's -1.5 sq m inside space 

ECCE Policy talks about 35 sq m indoor space for 30 children 
and 30 sq m space for outdoor space

Philippine -Total oor area of atleast 400-500 sq.ft.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

Under two years: 3.5 m2 per child. 
Over Two year olds: 2.5 m2 per child

28.

26.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

-----

For day care/ nurseries 1 m2 per child that walks (0ver 1 year) 
in the classroom and 2 m2 for per child that doesn't walk yet 
(under 1 year) in the bedroom. Each room in all cases 

2 
shouldn't be less than 12m2. For Kindergarten it is 3.5 m per 
Child. But it is not enforced.

Lebanon -

According to minimum quality standards, 2 Sq feet per child

1 Sq. m. per child inside the classroom

20ft by 25ft for every 20 children, inside the classroom

Space requirements – indoors and outdoors – are mandated 
by local licensing agencies; accredited programs have a 
higher requirements than other programs

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Estonia -

Brazil -

-----

INDOORS 5 M2 for children

37.

38.

Swaziland - ------39.

Botswana - 

China - 

-----

It differs in different province, it's around 10 sqm in shanghai 
for each children according to 2005 standard.

29.

30.

30



10.  Are assessment guidelines given/
specied by the government?

Armenia - No1.

England(U.K.) - Yes

No

No

Yes in the new document and is 
being used only  in the pilot schools.

Education and Care Services  
National Regulations 2012 
Education and Care Services
National  Law Act 2012 
National Quality Standard 

Yes through the Early Childhood 
National curriculum - Te Whariki and 
the Ministry of Education. 

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Yes, the curriculum and the newly 
developed standards

Yes, concerning "standards and 
normatives"

YES: They are specied and are 
being developed by the Government
and UNICEF

They are for licensed centres and 
government employees in each p
rovince undertake these at least 
once annually.

Yes, we have Assessment committees

Yes, our new policy has developed a 
series of manuals with the standards 
that have to be accomplished before 
allowing a center permission to 
function.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

14. The National Curriculum is given and 
specied by government. ECE 
services should be regularly assessed 
and developed parallel to the National 
Curriculum.

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Yes, though these are being 
developed further currently to 
national standards

No

15.

16.
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Sweden - The Government set out the goals and guidelines for the 
preschool through i.e. the Education Act and the Curricula. 
The municipalities are the principal organizers in the school 
system. According to the Education Act, preschool teachers 
and other staff and students participate in quality work at the 
unit level. Preschool manager is responsible for the quality 
work at her/his pre-school unit. Preschool manager must both 
have an overview of how the preschools meet the goals, but 
they will also continuously monitor its own governance and 
management to discover what can be done more efciently.  
Each preschool have to nd their best practices and 
procedures for quality work. The starting point is always the 
same, to identify their areas of development for increased 
effectiveness in relation to the national goals. Besides the 
curriculum, a preschool may have policy documents or 
working plans of its own, which may broaden, focus or specify 
its orientation or working methods provided there is no conict 
with the curriculum. These documents may be seen as 
supplementing the national curriculum in individual preschools

17.

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

The curriculum framework is given to every center and the 
principals had attend brieng on how to use it.

What kind of assessment? Yes

Yes. The guideline prepared jointly by the NGOs, UNICEF and 
Government. 
Yes. The national pre-primary package developed by NCTB in 
collaboration with GO-NGO has provided a clear guideline and 
format for assessment.

Yes in the curriculum framework

Yes

South Africa -

India -

Yes - for the Curriculum used, there is child assessment 
guidelines

On the verge of nalisation

Philippine -None

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - Language assessment 
A child aged 3 enrolled in a day care facility receive a language 
assessment if there are linguistic, behavioral or other factors 
suggesting that the child may be in need of language 
stimulation. Also all children aged 3 who are not included in a 
day care facility must receive a language assessment. If the 
language assessment shows sign of need for language 
stimulation, the local council must provide the necessary 
stimulation. 
Parents are required to accept a language assessment and 
language stimulation for their child if needed. 
The language assessment and language stimulation must 
be carried out by persons who have special qualications to 
perform the task. The Ministry of Social Affairs, Children and I
ntegration provide a language assessment material which is 
available to municipalities.

26.
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Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Yes quality standards are set by Social Services Council

Assessment guidelines are 

Guidelines for learning and development of 3-6 years.

----

Yes by the Centre for Educational Research and Development  
(CERD), however it is not adopted by all especially the private 
sector which opts for other assessments.

Lebanon -

-----

—---

Yes, National Minimum Standard for ECD Centers-2010

Yes

The screening and assessment of children is part of children's 
entry into centers; as well as for regular progress reports

The principles of assessment are shortly stated in National 
Curriculum – about gathering, analysing and using data about 
each child's holistic development and progress, also sharing 
and discussing these data with parents at least yearly (but 
normally twice per year).
ECE services are regularly assessed by the municipalities.

Yes

Yes, assessment guidelines are provided as Learning 
Standards

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.
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Armenia - None, All the ECE centres are nancially supported by local 
communities. 

England(U.K.) - Depends on the families income 
3/4 year olds and for 2 year olds in disadvantage areas/
disability/SEN/Child in need

1.

2.

None, The caommunity based ECE centres are supported by 
the government

None

There is no subsidy for early childhood programs given to 
parents by the government

Depends on the families income

The Government has two current subsidies, one based on the
families income, and the second based on the age of the child. 
If the Family qualies for the subsidy based on income, they 
receive a subsidy of $3.93 per hour. The second subsidy is for 
children over 3 years of age. For these subsidy children over 
three receive 20 hours per week of care at a subsidies rate. In 
most cases if you get the ECE income subsidy you don't then 
qualify for the 20 hours of ECE.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

None, The home based ECCD centres can only receive 
teaching, learning, stimulation and play materials from 
Government. Reception classes are fully funded by 
Government. The center-based ECCD centres require fees 
from parents

Only small substitutes in public ECD of second and third child

None , government is embarking on  a one year compulsory 
and free  ECCDE service for all 4-5 year old aged children

Varies from province/territory to province/territory, but 
generally subsidies are percentage based on income.

None, The Governmental ECE fully are fully funded by 
Government.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

11.  What subsidy on fees is given to parents 
by the government?
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 Colombia - None that I know13.

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Government pays for the municipalities for organizing the ECE 
services so parents' fees in public ECE service are relatively low. 
If parents choose a private service provider, government pays 
nancial support for the center (approx. 171 per month) which 
decrease the fees charged from parents. Government also pays 
child benet for every child under 17 years. 

It varies according to the income of families. The lower the 
income the greater the subsidy.

Yes

From the autumn term when the child reaches the age of 3 and 
up to the time when school starts, there is a right to 525 hours 
free of charge per year. All municipalities apply a system of 
maximum fees. This means that there is a cap on how high fees 
can be for a family. The maximum fee system is voluntary for 
municipalities, and municipalities who apply it are entitled to a 
government grant to compensate them for loss of income and 
to secure quality.
12. Is this subsidy given to the parents or the centre?
Financial support from the government goes direct to the 
municipalities (public ECE services) or to the independent 
preschools. The child benet goes to the parents. 

Government pays centers SGD 600 a month for infant care and 
SGD 300 a month for child care. Regardless of parents income... 

The government kindergarten is fully funded by Government.

No fees are given to parents by the government
The service is totally free. Government is also providing 
materials (print and play) free of cost.  

A Per Capita Grant is given to all child attending preprimary 
school.

The subsidies available for child care are the Child Care Block 
Grant which is administered by the Department of Family and 
the Head Start Program which is highly subsidized and is 
administered by private and public concessionaires.

South Africa -

India -

Grade R =  In public Grade R classes up to 70% of the cost of 
Grade 1 is allocated by the state for Grade R costs and  poor 
schools are fee free.
Under 4's =For registered ECDcentres that are non-prot there 
is a means tested per child subsidy of R15 per child per day.  

No subsidy on fees. ICDS an universalized free ECCD 
Programme, Day care facilities under labour laws to get funding 
from state Labour Welfare Boards

Philippine -Tuition is free for all public school students from Kindergarten to 
high school.  Private schools which are considered to be of 
better quality by many are not subsidized.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
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Denmark  - Subsidies and parent payment 
When a child is admitted to a day-care facility under local authority 
allocation, the local authority grants a subsidy for the costs related to 
the place, while the parents pay the rest. The price for a place in a 
day-care facility is thus comprised by both the local authority's subsidy 
and the parents' own payment. For children under school age, the 
parents' payment of a place in a day-care facility must not exceed 25 
per cent of the gross operating costs for operating the individual day-
care facility, or of the average gross operating costs for operating 
similar day-care facilities in the municipality. This means that the local 
council's subsidy must account for at least 75 per cent of the gross 
operating costs for operating the individual day-care facility, or of the 
average gross operating costs of operating similar day-care facilities 
in the municipality. The subsidies are not paid directly to the parents 
but to the day-care facility to which the child has been admitted and 
must be used to run the day-care facility. 
The subsidy is xed on the basis of the budgets of the day-care 
facilities for the coming year and may only be xed for one nancial 
year at a time. However, when determining subsidies and own 
payment for a new nancial year, the local authority may decide to 
change subsidies and own payment during the year. 
The individual local council decides whether the local authority 
subsidy and the parents' own payment is to be xed as institution 
rates, i.e. on the basis of the budgets of the individual institutions or 
as average rates on the basis of the total budgets of similar 
institutions in the municipality. 
Parents are entitled to receive information about the relevant rates 
from the local authority of residence.

Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

600 free hours per year

None at this level 

It differs in different province, some province are percentage 
based on income, some city like Shenzhen, citizens who have 
children can enjoy 1500RMB per year subsides.

------

No subsidies are provided. However government day cares 
and kindergartens charge minimal fees, but the quality of 
services is low.

Lebanon -

-----

—---

Fees are free in government ECD centers

None

It all depends of individual family income and need

Government pays for the municipalities for organizing the ECE 
services, not directly to parents. The price for a place in a 
kindergarten is thus comprised by both the local municipality's 
subsidy and the parents' own payment.

Yes one based on the families income, and the second based 
on the age of the child. Also  we have ecedpblic and  manage 
by NGO

There are no direct subsidies to parents.

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.

26.

36



Sweden -

Singapore -

Financial support from the government 
goes direct to the municipalities (public 
ECE services) or to the independent 
preschools. The child benet goes to 
the parents.

The nancial subsidy is paid to the 
center for each child. Those parents 
in the lower income bracket could 
get more support

17.

18.

12.  Is this subsidy given to the parents 
or the centre?

Armenia - N/A1.

England(U.K.) - Funded early education, tax credits 
and benets and employer 
supported  childcare 

----

None

N/A

Child Care Benet is paid directly to 
the centre and Child Care rebate is 
paid to parents

The subsidy is given to the Centre.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Subsidy, not in monetary terms is 
given to the centre, not parents. Food 
is also provided by Government or 
its development partners, not parents 
for the reception class and Home 
based ECCD centre

Centre

Not applicable

Varies but mostly to the Centre.

To Centre.

No

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

14. Financial support from the government 
goes straight to the municipalities 
(public ECE services) or to the 
centre (private). The child benet
goes to the parents.

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

It is given to parents through tax 
credits.

Financial support from the government 
goes direct to the centers

15.

16.
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Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

To the kindergarten

The ECCD centers are free of cost. All costs beared by the 
government. And the private initiatives run by the NGOs; for 
example school books, exercise book, pencil, learning 
materials etc.

The Preprimary School

Mainly the centers.

South Africa -

India -

Grade R = Governing Body of the public school
Under 4's =  Site Management Committee i.e. R15 per child 
per day

Not applicable

Philippine -Given to the public programs

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - Aided place subsidy 
Parents with an income below a certain limit may, in addition to 
the general subsidy for a place in a day-care facility, receive an 
extra subsidy from the local authority to reduce their own 
payment. This subsidy is called aided place subsidy. 
The local authority makes the decision to grant aided place 
subsidy. 
If a child lives with both its parents, their total income forms the 
basis for assessing whether to grant aided place subsidy. If the 
child lives with just one of its parents, but this parent is married 
or cohabitates with another person, their income will also be 
calculated together. If a child whose parents do not live together 
lives the same amount of time with each parent, the household 
income of the parent at which the child has its registered 
address is used, regardless of whether the parents share 
custody. 
If a child lives with just one of its parents and this patent is 
single, the income limit for aided place subsidy is raised. 
The child's own income does not affect the assessment of 
whether to grant aided place subsidy. 
In 2013 the limits for aided place subsidy where as follows: 
There is no charge for day-care if the personal income [gross 
income net of general social security contributions] is below 
DKK 158.801. From DKK 158.801 to DKK 162.321 the 
payment is 5% of the full rate. From that income level, the 
payment is linearly increased until the full price is paid at a 
personal income of DKK 493.300, i.e. the payment is 
increased by 1 percentage point for every income increment 
of DKK 3,521. There are special discount rates for single-
parents: the scale for calculating the payment in per cent of 
the full rate for aided place subsidy increases with DKK 
55.559 for each level of income. Sibling discount 
Sibling discount is granted if more than one child in a 
household is admitted to a day-care centre. The full price must 
be paid for the most expensive place and a 50 per cent 
discount is given on payment of other places. The sibling 
concept comprises biological siblings, adoptive siblings and 
children of different marriages living in the household. 
Children in after-school centers are also eligible for sibling 
discount, while it is optional for the local council to grant sibling 
discount in youth clubs. 

26.

38



Iran -

Scotland (U.K.) -

Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Parents

N/A

Mainly the centers, deduct the education fee.

------

N/ALebanon -

-----

—---

The government gives only seed money while establishing 
new ECD center (for public only).

Not applicable

For the most part is given directly to the ”provider” of services 
via a local ECE agency

From government to municipalities and from municipalities to 
the centres (kindergartens)

The subsidy by govern called BolsaFamilia is given to the 
families  with children under 10

The government pays the cost of the ECE centers that are 
attached to some government primary schools

27.

28.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.

Treatment- and socio-pedagogic aided place subsidy 
Treatment aided place subsidy is given when a child with 
considerably and permanently diminished physical or mental 
capacity stays in a day-care facility for treatment reasons, 
while socio-pedagogic aided place subsidy is given when a 
place in a day care facility is deemed necessary for social or 
pedagogical reasons and the issue of payment reduces the 
child's possibility of being admitted to or remaining in a day 
care facility.
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Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

Yes - roughly. There are 
development benchmarks/
milestones that have been
identied but in early childhood we 
are trying to stay play-based and 
avoid over emphasizing testing 
and academics too early

Yes

There is a follow up and evaluations 
carried on by the Ministry of 
Education and ICBF, that have been 
very useful in detecting limitations in 
services and practices and in helping 
with the construction of our new 
ECCE policy.
All this is very recent so we have to 
wait to see the results in the future.
There are very few - maybe 2 o 3 - 
serious studies trying to detect this
education outcomes, but were done 
with an economic objective in mind 
than an educational. 

11.

12.

13.

Armenia -

13.  Are educational outcomes dened?
In terms of standards (in different 
developmental domains) attained 
for each year

England(U.K.) - Yes

In terms of standards attained for 
each year

No

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

Yes. Educational outcomes are 
dened in the curriculum and by  
the teacher, based on the child's 
strengths and interest.

No

Educational outcomes are dened 
for each child by the teacher, based 
on the child's interest and strengths 
as well as linking to the Early 
Childhood National curriculum - 
Te Whariki.

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Yes

No

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Nigeria - YES- in the National ECD 
Curriculum for ages 0-5 years.

10.
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 
Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

Educational outcomes are not dened but educational 
processes are dened in National Curriculum guidelines on 
ECEC. Child's development and learning is assessed all the 
time by the teachers. Teachers are trained (Bachelor degree)
to do the evaluations. Once or twice a year these assessments 
are discussed in parent-teacher meetings, where parents and 
teacher tell their observations of child's development and 
learning. Parents and teacher may also set goals for child's 
learning

Yes as dened in the Foundation Phase documents

Educational outcomes are not dened. 

Educational outcomes are not dened, but educational goals are 
dened in the Curriculum for the Preschool. The quality of the 
preschool shall be regularly and systematically documented, 
followed up, evaluated and developed. The preschool staff shall 
regularly and systematically document, follow up and analyze 
child's learning and development, as well as evaluate how the 
preschool provides the child with opportunities for learning and 
development in accordance with the goals and intentions of the 
curriculum. All forms of evaluation should take the perspective 
of the child as the starting point. Children and parents should 
participate in evaluation and their views are to be given 
prominence

Educational outcomes are clearly dened  in the curriculum 
framework:  there are stated as Outcomes of preschool 
education: know what is right and what is wrong be willing to 
share and take turns with others be able to related to others be 
curious and able to explore be able to listen and speak with 
understanding be comfortable and happy with themselves have 
developed physical coordination ,healthy habits, participate in 
and enjoy a variety of arts experiences 

Yes

Yes. The country developed 'Early Learning Development 
Standard for ECCD
Yes. For pre-primary, NCTB has dened learning outcome

Yes

Not clearly

South Africa -

India -

Educational goals are dened in the Curriculum for the Grade \
R and 0-4.

On the verge of completion

Philippine -Yes

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

-----
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Botswana - 

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Yes in the frame work and blue print. However, they are just 
guidelines and settings are able to use their own

Not clearly

------

NoLebanon -

—---

There is a provision of outcomes measurement after 
formulation of ELDS which is in the implementing phase.

Yes

See#4 – most are based on the major domains of 
development and learning, with a strong emphasis on early  
literacy and language development

Yes, in National Curriculum for age 6-7. 
The outcomes are specied in general skills (social skills, 
play etc) and in different areas (language, math, PE etc)

Yes 

Yes, learning outcomes are dened in the Curriculum 

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

29.

30.
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Armenia - No

England(U.K.) - No

No

Yes but being followed by all. As stated above, services are 
provided through two means public and private. Public 
programs wages/salary is xed by the government.
Private programs can derive at their own payment.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

Yes but being followed by all. As stated above, services are 
provided through two means public and private. 

Yes but services can pay more if they wish too

No Teacher salaries are not xed by the Government, but the 
minimum hourly rate is set by the Government for everyone
 throughout New Zealand. The minimum hourly rate for 
teachers has been inuenced by the sector and the need for 
trained early childhood teachers.  

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

No. But for Reception Class teachers yes because they have
 their salary scale and are paid by the Government

No, except for teachers working in ECCDE centres attached 
to public primary schools. They use the government teachers 
salary scale 

No - and they vary widely depending on employer and whether 
the work place is unionize

The government teachers have salary scale. The privet ECE 
schools have the own scale.  
Our new public policy has determined a base salary for teachers 
and "Madres Comunitarias". In the private sector this salaries go 
according to every institution but there is a legal monthly salary 
for all working people in Colombia that has to be respected.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

Yes

14.  Is teacher salary/minimum wages 
xed by government?
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Botswana - No29.

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

No. Teachers' wages and salaries are agreed by the trade 
union confederations with the employers' organizations.

Yes in public provision for education. Childcare providers and 
private education providers are market led and not set.

No. Teachers' wages and salaries are agreed by the trade 
union confederations with the employers' organizations.

No. Teachers' wages and salaries are agreed by the trade 
union confederations with the employers' organizations.

No. Teachers' wages and salaries are not xed by the 
government but there is a common market value based on 
training and educational background and experience.

Only for government KG

In the Government school Pre primary teachers salary is xed 
by the government but ngos are giving salary according to 
their ability. 

All those working in public schools are governed by the PRB 
(Pay Research Bureau) and are entitled to a basic minimum 
salary. Those working in the private schools are paid by their 
respective managers.

There is a minimum wage xed by the government for all 
employees. For teachers that work in the private sector this is 
the minimum wage. For teachers working in the public 
education system (Pk-12) there is a higher minimum wage 
which was negotiated with the teachers unions.

South Africa -

India -

Grade R – varies across provinces, and in some depends on 
level of qualication, paid from government subsidy. In many 
classes the governing body may charge fees and top up the 
Educator's salary.
Under 4's - No.  30% of the subsidy received may be used for 
a salary subsidy but there is no recommendation as to the 
amount. Site management committee's decide on the 
payments, varies from 'private to community based”.

Only for the Government ECD Programmes. They are not 
always wages, but honorariums for the ICDS workers

Philippine -The government has nally granted the long-standing demand 
of public school teachers for a P3,000 increase in their monthly 
salaries after three wage adjustments were implemented over 
a 30-month period

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

Yes in public provision. Childcare providers and private education \
providers are market led and not set.
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China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

Yes, for public school

------

Only for teachers that are recruited by the governmentLebanon -

—---

The government has been providing very low incentive for 
teachers of  public ECD Centers (it's Nepali rupees 2400/
month, which is around USD $ 24/month for each ECD 
teacher/facilitator)

Not for pre primary teachers

Wages are dened by the “local market” ….for many who 
work in ECE, they may get  minimum hourly rates ($7.50 
per hour)….it also depends on the academic preparation 
of the staff person

Yes

YES the minimum but states and municipalities can have a 
diferent salary

No

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

30.
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Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

No

Yes

No. But children and adults yes

11.

12.

13.

Armenia - No, in majority cases

England(U.K.) - No – maybe in a few nurseries

Yes, in most cases

No

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

Not under the old law. The 
ministry has come up with the 
new standards for building school 
facilities. There is provision for 
separate toilets for both sex

There is no requirement for Girls 
and Boys toilets to be separate in 
early childcare services but for 
school aged children there is 

No, toilets are not separate for girls 
and boys. The centre is required to 
have one toilet per 15 children. The 
Ministry of Education has recently 
requested that each centre has one t
oilet that has a divider/wall/separate 
space to act as a sense of privacy. 
This toilet is normally to be situated 
in the older age group.

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Yes, in some private ECCD 
centres. In most centres no

Yes

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Nigeria - Yes, in some, but not all centres 
though the Policy stipulates separate 
toilets for girls and boys.

10.

15.  Are toilets for girls and boys separate?

Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

No. Boys and girls use all the 
same facilities all day.

There is no requirement to have 
separate toilets for boys and girls 
in daycare (children often leave at 
the age of three). Toilets are 
separate for boys and girls in 
schools.

14.

15.
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Swaziland - It is recommended but not yet able to be enforced39.

Botswana - Yes, it is a requirement29.

Israel -

Sweden -

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

No but toilets for staff and children are separate.

No but toilets for staff and children are separate.

Yes, boys and girls have different toilet and bathing facilities

No

Yes, at school campus toilets are separates but not in the 
community based schools.
Yes, at primary school campus toilets are separates but not in 
the community based schools.

The toilets for girls and boys in the establishments are not 
separated. However, during rest time, the educator always 
accompanies the children to toilet.

----

South Africa -

India -

Varies from site to site. Toilet types vary  depending also on 
location ,but there are norms and standards for the number of 
facilities available in sites falling under the Department of 
Social Development

ECCE Policy talks about separate toilets, yet to be implemented

Philippine -Yes

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

No

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

In big cities, the majority would be yes, but for the whole
 country, not yet.

------

YesLebanon -

—---

Not at all

Yes

At this stage of development, all toilets are for both sexes

No (with few expectations)

No in ECED

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

30.
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16.  Any other points that can help…..

Armenia - Preschool education is mandatory 
only for children 5-6 in order to 
prepare children for school. 

England(U.K.) - Link to statutory framework... 
Http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2012/07/EYFS
-Statutory-Framework-2012.pdf

-----

The Ministry of Education now 
includes space within all newly
built schools to house a preschool.
The Ministries of Social Affairs and 
Education are developing 
guidelines, curriculum and 
supportive training materials for 
teachers, but they have limited 
material, human and nancial 
resources to support individual 
preschools. The vast majority of 
preschools/nurseries are run by 
the private sector.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

1.

2.

3.

4.

a.  Yes, build  recreation centers   
    and child friendly school in 
    communities 
b. Assessment has to be done in 
    order to get an operational 
    permit

The National Quality Framework is 
still very new in Australia and we 
are currently still phasing in some 
of the regulations and requirements 
so it is difcult to say if it is a good 
or bad system, but what we do 
know is that it is expensive so 
either childcare fee's will have to go 
up to pay for it or the government 
will have to provide nancial 
support to the services to keep 
them viable.

----

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho - ECCD is recognized as a form of 
school in Lesotho as stipulated by 
Education Act 2010 hence newly 
developed guidelines requiring 
each centre to have a formal 
registration with the Ministry of 
Education and Training

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

In Finland we focus on developing leadership practices in ECEC 
programs as well as teacher leadership in implementing quality 
ECEC!

The link to the Foundation phase is : http://wales.gov.uk/topics/
ecucationandskills/earlyyearshome/foundation_phase/?lang=en

-----

-----

14.

15.

16.

17.

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

In Singapore there is a difference between child care and 
preschool. This could be the reason we have two ministries in 
charge of the early childhood education.

-----

18.

19.

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

The ECD programme in Nigeria is referred to as Early 
Childhood Care, Development & Education: ECCDE. The 
Federal Government of Nigeria and the Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC) have developed a Training 
Manual for re-training of Basic Education Teachers and 
Education Managers as part of Teacher Professional 
Development Programme. UBEC and its State Universal Basic 
Education Board (SUBEB) have embarked on training for 
teachers who are deployed as caregivers to the ECCDE /
primary school linkage programme under the FGN/UNICEF 
collaboration

In 2005 Canada was poised to implement and in fact, had begun 
to implement a national plan for early learning and care. However, 
a federal election in 2006 changed that and instead of a national 
policy, planning and funding framework that was based on the 
principles of Quality, Universality, Accessibility and Development 
(QUAD), the elected government diverted the funds that had 
been allocated under the previous federal government directly
to families, providing families a $100 monthly, taxable stipend for 
each child 5 and under to spend how they choose. Canada has 
lagged ever since in the creation of quality, regulated, licensed 
spaces and in the development of equal and consistent standards, 
accessibility and political will across the nation.

----

With Chile and Jamaica, Colombia is the 3 country in L.A., with a
governmental ECCE policy, and there are very important efforts 
made during the last 3 years to attend more and more small c
hildren in more adequate centers, surrounded by stronger 
measures of protection, health and nutrition, better trained adults 
and more sustained supervision. The national economic 
investment has grown considerably in comparison with the past 
giving a feeling that things for small children are nally going 
forward.

9.

11.

12.

10.

13.

-----
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Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

At present government is welcoming ngos to run ECCD centers 
as they have less funding capacity to cover all children.  So, 
NGO run schools are running some schools in their own 
working areas using donor fund.  If fund is closed, the school 
stopped; there was no sustainability plan for that. 
At present government is welcoming ngos to run ECCD centers 
as they have less funding capacity to cover all children.  So, 
NGO run schools are running some schools in their own 
working areas using donor fund.  If fund is closed, the school 
stopped; there was no sustainability plan for that. But 
Government approved a GO-NGO collaboration guideline for 
pre-primary which supporting the initiative to be coordinated 
and consistence 

----

----

South Africa -

India -

ECD has received great attention from Government.The number 
of children attending Grade R in 2011- increased to 700 000

ECCE Policy and restructured ICDS has set the ball rolling 
not even a year back. Institutions expected to be in place 
within a year or two.

Philippine -Under Republic Act No. 10157 or the universal public 
kindergarten program passed last year, the DepEd mad one 
year of kindergarten compulsory and a prerequisite to 
entering Grade 1

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

In Scotland we have a minister for early years bringing care 
and education together. Her name is Aileen Campbell she is 
very well respected in the early years eld.

Botswana - Certicate in Early Childhood or below are employed as 
Teacher Aides, Diploma in Early Childhood Education are 
employed as teacher. Owners of pre-schools are expected to 
have an idea in early childhood matters provided they employ 
the principal who knows the content.

29.

China - 

Commonwealth 
of Dominica -

Myanmar -

Nepal -

-----

------

YesLebanon -

—---

There is no long history of ECD program in Nepal. It started 
quantitatively after implementation of “Education for All (2015)” 
program in 2001.

31.

32.

33.

34.

30.
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Swaziland - ------39.

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

-----

Greater discussion on the academic/professional 
development of staff working in ECE centers

Pre-school education is not mandatory, even though the majority 
of children attend.
Most of them go to municipal kindergarten, the number of 
private kindergartens and care institutions increases, but is still 
marginal. In Estonia there are kindergarten with Estonian 
instructional language, Russian instructional language and 
language immersion kindergartens.
The age-based grouping of children is the most common, but 
the family model is also gaining popularity and not only in small 
kindergartens.

We have a several documents to help each of the 6.765 
cities of Brazil to offer the real and correct eced for all 
children. We have social movements, aeducational network 
to help with Laws. We just have approved a National 
Educational Law and a Legal Guidelines for rst years 
access and services.

35.

36.

37.

38.
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Armenia - ------

England(U.K.) - The Government spends nearly £5 Billion on early education 
and childcare

1.

2.

------

------

Right now there is no budget for the ECE programs in the 
national budget. There are talks about added it on but to now, 
the percentage is not known.

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

3.

4.

5.

------

------

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho -

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Canada -

0.3%

-----

2-3% of allocated budget to primary education under the 
Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC). This 
percentage would be higher with the full implementation of 
free and compulsory one year pre-primary education for all 
4-5 year old children from the next school calendar year.

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

10.

17. How much percentage of your country's 
budget is allotted for early childhood 

education?

Jordan - ----12.

-While education and care both under provincial/territorial 
legislation in Canada, the federal government spent approx. 
1.2 billion in 2011-2012 scal year 
-Provincial/territorial spending was much higher at about 7.5 
billion total, during the same period
-Spending (and demand) is uneven across the country with 
an average of 1.53% of provincial/territorial budgets allotted 
to early childhood education
-In total we invest approximately 0.25% of our GDP in early 
childhood education (yes, that's only one quarter of 1% 
allotted!). Sadly, Canada ranks last among comparable 
European and Anglo-speaking countries
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Wales (U.K.) -

Israel -

Sweden -

------

-----

-----

15.

16.

17.

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

-----

-----

18.

19.

Bangladesh -

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

It is very difcult to mention. As there are Ministry of Health for 
supporting health issues. Ministry of Primary and Mass Education 
(MOPME) is for primary education. MOPME is supporting 
Pre primary part. No government programe for Early Childhood 
Development below for 5 years children. Ministry of Women and 
Children affairs is supporting this area with their budget. Many 
department are involved to support ECD, no specic data can 
be given for that. There are budget from NGOs, government 
budget from different areas and name; for example Hindu 
Kallayan trust, Islamic Foundation, Funds for Hill tract areas. 
Directorate of Primary Education has run third Primary Education 
Development programme (PEDP-3) where there are budget for 
one year pre primary which is 4% of its total fund.   

----

----

South Africa -

India -

Budget for education in general, not specied for ECD.

For ICDS, the universalized, free Govt agship programme the 
budget is close to 1% for 15% of young child population

Philippine -Budget is for education in general not specically for early 
childhood: "The recently proposed 2013 Philippine education 
budget rose from 22.6 per cent to P292.7 billion; from P238.8 
billion in 2012. President Benigno Aquino I  II said the increase 
is meant to eliminate all resource gaps—classrooms, teachers,
textbooks, and other facilities by 2013."
Source: http://educationincrisis.net/country-proles/asia-pacic/
item/569-philippines

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - -----27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

-----

Botswana - ------29.

China - Around 4%30.

-------

 Colombia - -----13.

Finland - ------14.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica - ------

31.
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Myanmar -

Nepal -

It is hard to quantify since it is under various ministries.Lebanon -

—---

There is no specic budget for ECD program in Nepal

32.

33.

34.

Swaziland - -----39.

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

-----

------

------

We are defense 10 % of the PIB ( intern produt)

35.

36.

37.

38.
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18.  What is the qualication required of 
caregivers in ECE in your country?

Armenia - -----1.

England(U.K.) - Level 2 (GCEs) Level 3 (A Level) 
Degree - 

----

-----

For Home and community based 
programs, training is required for care 
givers. It is to an advantage if you are 
a high school graduate. A person 
working in a school based program 
is expected to have a certicate which 
is being trained for elementary school.   

-----

No - same qualications required 
for Birth to 5 years of age. Children 
go to school on their 5 year old 
birthday into a new entrants level. A 
minimum of a 3 year qualication 
that leads to teacher registration in 
New Zealand Selena 

Bhutan -

Palestine -

Liberia -

Australia - 

New Zealand -

Lesotho - Certicate in Early Childhood 
Education

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina -

Nigeria -

Birth to 3 – Nurses and preschool 
teachers BA minimum. 3-6- 
Preschool teachers BA minimum 
(University degree). BA is now 4 
years of University study (but it is 
recent change, there is still a lot of 
teachers with 2 years of study). 

For 0-3 years old children, any one 
with basic literacy (6 years primary 
school) and not less than 21 years 
old. For 3-5 years old children, 
preferably holders of the National 
Certicate of Education (4 years 
Teacher's training Course after the 
completion of a 6 year – senior 
secondary education), retired nurses, 
teachers, other educated retirees, 
or anyone with senior secondary 
certicate, prociency certicate and 
not less than 21 years old.

9.

10.
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Finland -

Wales (U.K.) -

ECE teachers are trained either in universities (Bachelor of Arts, 
Education) or in polytechnical schools (Bachelor of Social 
Services). Both can teach children 6 years old. Bachelor of Arts 
degree is pedagogical training, while Bachelor of Social Services 
degree is focused on social issues. In Finland we call all teachers 
kindergarten teachers and the institution for 1-5 year old children 
kindergarten. 6 years old children attend to pre-primary school 
(or, as we call it, preschool). Now a days minimum training or 
education is either Bachelor of Arts Education (university) or 
Bachelor of Social Services (polytechnic). Bachelor of Arts takes 
approximately 3 years to complete and Bachelor of Social 
Services 4 years (full time studying). In addition to teachers there 
are childcare nurses, whose training takes approximately 2 years 
(full time studying). In one child group there are usually one 
teacher (BA or BSS) and two childcare nurses. Nurses are not 
qualied as teachers.  

This is currently under review and is likely to increase. The 
qualication varies depending upon where care is given but 
ranges from level 2- level 3 currently. We anticipate an increase 
in level for leaders of provision making sure that the qualication 
is appropriate to the needs of the provision and the children and 
families who use it.

14.

15.

Israel -

Sweden -

In Israel there is a big difference between teachers for early 
childhood who can have a diploma after learning in courses for 
education and teachers for pre-school's kindergarten who need 
to have a B.A degree in University. It is very interesting to see 
this point all over the Globus.

-----

16.

17.

Singapore -

Mongolia - 

-----

-----

18.

19.

Canada -

Jordan -

 Colombia -

For Early Childhood Educators who work in child care (0-3), this 
differs across the country. However, in regulated, licensed child 
care centers, there must be at least 1 qualied staff person in 
each classroom and the minimum qualication is a 1 yr College 
diploma. Many provinces have a minimum 2 yr College diploma. 
Kindergarten teachers must have an undergraduate degree and 
teaching certicate (one additional year) from a university. Finally, 
several Canadian provinces are integrating early learning and 
child care. For example in the province of Ontario we have `full 
day kindergarten`, which includes before and after school child 
care and requires that both a kindergarten teacher and an Early 
Childhood Educator to be in the classroom.

----

----

11.

12.

13.
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Bangladesh - For Pre schools: ECE teachers have academic degree 
minimum S.S.C, which is equivalent to 10 class. The position 
is Pre–Primary Teacher. They don't have any specialized 
degree on ECD. They receive training from the person who 
has degree on ECE some cases. NGO run Pre-primary 
schools have teachers having short courses on ECD. They 
receive monthly refreshers courses on how to run centers. 
For Caregivers: In rural areas, most of the cases caregivers 
have very low academic career, grade VIII. If they can read 
and write, know counting and basic calculation, they can be 
selected as caregiver.  They receive low salary. But if there 
are people with more academic qualication they get priority. 
In urban areas, in the city centre caregivers are more educated, 
based on the location where the day care and the Learning 
centers located. They receive more salary. 
In Bangladesh there is no pre condition whether caregivers 
or teachers need degree on ECD. Those who receive degree 
they reach the Manager level and second level of supervisor. 

20.

Mauritius - 

Puerto Rico -

----

----

South Africa -

India -

Qualications
For 0-4, it is required that the supervisor has an ECD 
qualication at secondary schooling level or equivalent.
Grade R- general recommendation – Grade R Diploma/ 
Bachelor Degree but this will only become mandatory by 2019. 
Currently many have a secondary school leaving equivalent 
or a post school certicate in ECD.
Under 4's – ECD Level 4 equivalent to secondary school 
certicate recommended

Different qualications for different programmes. In the 
th

Government Programmes it is 10  pass, for the Government 
th

run pre-school it is 12  pass

Philippine - It is highly encouraged that they have education units and 
secure a professional teaching license from the Philippine 
Regulatory Commission

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  - -----

Iran - Same qualications are required for all teachers of young children 
ages 2-6. Minimum training of 50-60 hours.

27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) -

28.

26.

HNC in Childcare for Educators Nursery Nurses Teaching 
Degree for Teachers BA for Managers. 

Botswana - ------29.

China - Teachers should pass the examination to get the qualication.30.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica - ------

31.
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Myanmar -

Nepal -

Uganda -

USA -

Estonia -

Brazil -

Swaziland -

A BA degree from a university in education or early childhood 
education for teachers

Lebanon -

At least One Month training certicate require. At present 
MOE is planning do provide recertication and Diploma 
courses.

Tenth grade passed

-----

------

Kindergarten teachers have to have a University degree 
(MA, but BA-s and earlier diplomas are valid too). Assistant 
teachers have to be participated in special courses, the 
same is valid for early care-givers.
In Estonia we call all teachers kindergarten teachers and 
the institution for 2-7 year old children kindergarten.

Graduation level ( her in Brazil is  Education college grad)

Should have a minimum of secondary education and some 
training   (either pre-service or in-service training courses).  
However, now that a diploma course is being offered by the 
government, the minimum qualications will rise.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
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Contact person for each country

Armenia 

England(U.K.)

1.

2.

Bhutan 

Palestine 

Liberia 

3.

4.

5.

Australia

New Zealand 

Lesotho 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Nigeria

Canada 

6.

7.

8.

9.

11.

10.

Jordan 12.

Ruzanna Tsarukyan ruzanna@sbsbf.am

Laura Henry laura@aurahenryconsultancy.com

Karma Gayleg   karmicgel@gmail.com

Cairo Arafat                cairo.arafat2009@gmail.com

Yukhiko Cell No. 231-886-851-486
yukhikoamnon@yahoo.com
Early Childhood Educator

Martine Pitt ,(C.E.O) 
Communicare Inc
Pamela Ellis-Kane

Phone :(08)92515746 | 
Mobile:0417182201 | Fax:(08)93505770
28 Cecil Avenue Cannington WA 6107| 
PO Box 730, Cannington, WA 6987
mpitt@communicare.org.au          
http://www.communicare.org.au

Dr. Lily Wong 
Selena Fox (C.E)
New Zealand Tertiary College

mailto:wongly@singnet.com.sg 
selena.fox@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz 
Phone : +64 9 520 4000 

Lati Makara Letsela
UNICEF Education 
Officer for ECD

lletsela@unicef.org. 
mobile: +266 58481449, UNICEF,
13 UN Road, 2nd Floor UN Building, 
Private bag A171, Maseru 100. Lesotho.

Radmila radmila@coi-stepbystep.ba 

Margaret Akinware margaret.akinware@gmail.com

Glory Ressler gloryressler@gmail.com

Raed Abu Hayyaneh raed.abuhayyaneh@arabenv.com

Finland 

Wales (U.K.) 

14.

15.

Israel 16.

Sweden17.

Singapore 

Mongolia -

18.

19.

 Colombia13. Marisa Uribe maricusa50@crios.edu.co

Eeva Hujala 
PhD
Professor, University of 
Tampere
Adjunct professor, 
University of Eastern 
Finland
Mervi Eskelinen, Research 
Coordinator  

School of Education

Early Childhood Education 

FIN-33014 University of Tampere 

Mervi.eskelinen@uta.fi | 

http://www.uta.fi/~eeva.hujala 

+358   (0)45  6700770

+358  40  5408550

eeva.hujala@uta.fi 

Karen Graham Kgraham1@hotmail.co.uk 

Anat hapaot1@netvision.net.il 

Anette Sandberg anette.sandberg@mdh.se

Lily Wong lwong@alsauc.edu.sg

Munkhzul Hoovoi h_munkhzul@yahoo.com
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Bangladesh 20.

Mauritius 

Puerto Rico 

South Africa 

India 

Philippine

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Denmark  

Iran 27.

Scotland 
(U.K.) 

28.

26.

Botswana 29.

China 30.

Commonwealth 
of Dominica 

31.

Manjusree Mitra 

Designation/Company: 

Program Manager Education: 

NETZ Partnership for 

Development and Justice

House#40, Road#4A,Dhanmondi, 

Dhaka 

Phone: 880-2-01714299581 

Mrs SoonitaKumariKistamah Director Early Childhood Care & 
Education Authority
Merry Town, Helvetia, St Pierre
Mauritius
Mob:+23052520116
Email: amrita250@yahoo.com

Maria Fernanda Levis-Peralta, 

mph, mpa, CEO
Impactivo Consulting PMB 140 |
1357 Ashford Avenue , San Juan, 
PR 00907 (787)993-1508(t) | 
(787)5651227(c) 
www.impactivo.com | 
maria.levis@impactivo.com | 
maria.levis@gmail.com

Patsy Pillay
Director 
New Beginnings Training & 
Development

Address :PO Box 562060, 

Chatsworth, 4030, KZN

Telfax:+27 31 4011181

Mobile :0844210358

Email :patsyp@intekom.co.za

Amrita Jain
Swati Popat Vats

amrita.jain58@gmail.com
swatipopat@podar.net

Maria Denise Cruz-Zara
Teacher/School

Camelean Academy, Las Pinas 
Landline: 826-3393
CA mobile: 0917-339-9529
Website: www. cameleanacademy.com
denise.zara@yahoo.com

—--- —---

Mehra Jalili mehraeen1990@yahoo.com 

Elsa Lesego Tsae 
Designation – Lecturer for 
Integrated Early Childhood 
Development
Company – Botswana College 
of Distance and Open Learning 
(BOCODOL)

Private Bag BO 187, Gaborone, 
Botswana etsae@bocodol.ac.bw 

Kenny Spence
Kenny Spence
kenny@meninchildcare.com

YanhuaShen Shen.yanhua@ecdcenter.com

Veda George vedasuz@yahoo.com

Lebanon32.

Myanmar 33.

Lina Hamaoui lhamaoui@yahoo.com

K. Seng Raw
Myanmar Baptist Convention
Myanmar

sengraw.k@gmail.com
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Nepal 

Uganda 

USA 

Estonia 

Brazil 

Swaziland 

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Dhirendra Lamsal,

 National Rep. WoFo
Country Director

International Child Resource Institute-

Nepal (ICRI-Nepal)

GPO Box: 25946, Kathmandu, Nepal

Phone: +977-1-5541138

Fax:+977-1-5550985

Email:icri@icrinepal.org

www.icrinepal.org 

Hajara Ndayidde hndayidde@unicef.org

Luis A. Hernandez ECE Specialist, TTAS/Western Kentucky 

University 

305-444-7920

Email: luiswku@aol.com

Maria Jürimäe

University of Tartu, the 
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We thank all the World Forum National Representatives.

A big thank you to Early Childhood Association (India).

A special thanks to Bonnie and Roger in making this
possible. 

Deepest gratitude to Dr.Podar - Podar Education Network
(India).

For any more details, additions do write to us on
 or call on +91 9819 121 384swatipopat@podar.net



It takes a village to raise a child. The village made of parents, family, 
teachers, community, policy makers and the government. Without 
adequate policies and laws to dene care and quality, early childhood 
education and care will not have the due impact and reach that is required 
for every child. Research has proven that it is more protable to invest in 
early care and preschools as it saves the government from making later 
investments in juvenile care, prisons and remedial programs.  Why do 
some children get the investment they require from their government and 
some don't? 

Isn't it time to think about a common policy and curriculum framework in 
early childhood education and care, to care for and nurture the children of 
the world? Why does every country reinvent the wheel with different 
policies when the goal is the same? Why are some children forced to write 
at the age of two and made to read at age 3 and some denied the 
nurturing, security and nutrition they require in the early years? These 
children grow up in a stressed environment and will grow up needing 
emotional and social remedial care or may grow up to be a burden and 
stress on society as fractured youth.  Isn't it is easier to bring up strong 
children than to rebuild broken men?

It's time we advocated for the children of the world and ensured that all 
children get the quality education and care they need in the early years. 
Let's come together and compare the early childhood policies around the 
world and select a basic guideline that can and should be part of every 
government policy in early childhood around the world. 

This booklet has information on early childhood policies from 39 
countries. Its time we appealed to the world to have common early 
childhood policies around the globe, after all every child deserves the right 
start in life. 

WORLD FORUM FOUNDATION

EARLY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION- INDIA

PODAR EDUCATION NETWORK- INDIA 

write to us  or contact - +91 9819 121 384-swatipopat@podar.net
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